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Are We in the Great Tribulation? 우리는 대환난 가운데 있는가?

Good Morning! 

Everyone is welcome to worship with Incheon International Baptist Church.

Today’s main verses are Matthew 24:7, 21 & 33.

“7 For nation shall rise against nation, and kingdom against kingdom: and there 
shall be famines, and pestilences, and earthquakes, in divers places.

21 For then shall be great tribulation, such as was not since the beginning of the 
world to this time, no, nor ever shall be.

33 So likewise ye, when ye shall see all these things, know that it is near, [even] 
at the doors.” 

1. Introduction

Recently a brother told me that we are in the Great Tribulation.

He continued to say that the outbreak of monkeypox is occurring over the world 
even though COVID-19 is not ended.

So, he argued that this is the time of the Great Tribulation spoken of in the 
Scripture.

Hearing him, I could understand why he thinks as such although I did not agree 
with him.

Now, I, therefore, want to speak a message entitled “Are We in the Great 
Tribulation?” to diagnose this time we live in and also to present the biblical 
eschatology by asking four questions.

Let’s pray. Heavenly Father, thank you so much for giving us your perfect Word 
of Truth to worship you in spirit and in truth here at IIBC this morning. I 
sincerely pray that all attendants here this morning would discern this time we live 
in and to live a life acceptable unto you through this preaching. In Jesus’ name I 
pray. Amen.

2. Can Pestilences be one of the Signs of End Times? 
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The first question.

Can Pestilences be one of the Signs of End Times? 

Some might say to me like this: 

“Preacher, we know that so many pestilences have been written in human history 
since thousands of years ago.

And pestilences these days will subside sooner or later as before.

So pestilences could not be a sign of the end times.” 

I understand this opinion, but I don’t agree with it, 

because these new pestilences such as COVID-19 and monkeypox are different 
from the other pestilences so far known.

Let’s read one of today’s main verses that is Matthew 24:7.

By the way this verse is about the time during the 7 year Tribulation period or 
just before it.

(Matthew 24:7) “For nation shall rise against nation, and kingdom against kingdom: 
and there shall be famines, and pestilences, and earthquakes, in divers places.” 

Here we can see ‘pestilences’ and also ‘in divers places.’ 

Most pestilences so far occurred in a local area or in one continent at the most.

However, as you know very well, new pestilences including COVID-19 and 
monkeypox appear in divers places, even in the whole world.

Since 13 May 2022, monkeypox has been reported to WHO from 23 Member States 
that are not endemic for monkeypox virus, across four WHO regions.

Let’s read Daniel 12:4.

“But thou, O Daniel, shut up the words, and seal the book, [even] to the time of 
the end: many shall run to and fro, and knowledge shall be increased.” 
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Here God says that the time of the end is when many shall run to and fro.

Taken together, one of the signs of end times is ‘pestilences in divers places’ due 
to development of transportation, as we have seen in cases of COVID-19.

Now, I want to give you one more biblical evidence that new pestilent viruses 
could be one of the signs of end times.

Let’s go to Luke 17:26, 28 & 30.

“26 And as it was in the days of Noe, so shall it be also in the days of the Son of 
man.

28 Likewise also as it was in the days of Lot; they did eat, they drank, they 
bought, they sold, they planted, they builded; 

30 Even thus shall it be in the day when the Son of man is revealed.” 

Here the Lord Jesus says that the time of His return is like in the days of Noe 
that is Noah and also in the days of Lot.

We know that the Flood of Noah occurred because the barrier between angels and 
humans was destroyed, as written in Genesis 6:2:

(Genesis 6:2) “That the sons of God (fallen angels) saw the daughters of men that 
they [were] fair; and they took them wives of all which they chose.” 

And also we know that God overthrew Sodom and Gomorrah because the barrier 
between male and female was destroyed, as written in Jude 1:7:

(Jude 1:7) “Even as Sodom and Gomorrha, and the cities about them in like 
manner, giving themselves over to fornication, and going after strange flesh, are 
set forth for an example, suffering the vengeance of eternal fire.” 

Taken together, Jesus’ return is associated with the time of crossing the barrier 
between creatures.

As I preached a sermon titled “The Age of Pestilences” around two and half years 
ago, 
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the causative agents of pestilences such as SARS, swine Flu, MERS, COVID-19, and 
AIDS are viruses to cross the species barrier.

Furthermore, monkeypox is a viral zoonosis with symptoms similar to those seen 
in the past in smallpox patients.

In other words, monkeypox is also caused by a virus to cross the species barrier.

Therefore, the emergence of these new pestilences, can be one of the signs of end 
times.

At this time, I want to ask you to listen to my sermon titled “The Age of 
Pestilences” to understand so well the biblical meaning of viruses.

3. What is the Great Tribulation? 

The second question.

What is the Great Tribulation? 

The Tribulation is a future time period when the Lord will accomplish at least two 
aspects of His plan: 

Firstly, He will complete His discipline of the nation Israel as Daniel 9:24 says, 

“Seventy weeks are determined upon thy people and upon thy holy city, to finish 
the transgression, and to make an end of sins, and to make reconciliation for 
iniquity, and to bring in everlasting righteousness, and to seal up the vision and 
prophecy, and to anoint the most Holy.” 

Secondly, He will judge the unbelieving, godless inhabitants of the earth as written 
in Revelation chapters 6-18. 

The length of the Tribulation is seven years. 

This is determined by an understanding of the seventy weeks of Daniel.

Let’s read Daniel 9:27.

“And he (the Antichrist) shall confirm the covenant with many for one week: and 
in the midst of the week he shall cause the sacrifice and the oblation to cease, 
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and for the overspreading of abominations he shall make [it] desolate, even until 
the consummation, and that determined shall be poured upon the desolate.” 

Here, one week is interpreted as seven years,  

and in the midst of the week the Antichrist will appear.

So the Great Tribulation is the last half of the Tribulation period, three and 
one-half years in length. 

It is distinguished from the Tribulation period because the Beast, or Antichrist, will 
be revealed, and the wrath of God will greatly intensify during this time. 

Thus, it is important at this point to emphasize that the Tribulation and the Great 
Tribulation are not synonymous terms. 

Within eschatology, the Tribulation refers to the full seven-year period while the 
“Great Tribulation” refers to the second half of the Tribulation.

It is Christ Himself who used the phrase “Great Tribulation” with reference to the 
last half of the Tribulation. 

In Matthew 24:21, Jesus says, 

“For then shall be great tribulation, such as was not since the beginning of the 
world to this time, no, nor ever shall be.”

In this verse Jesus is referring to the event of Matthew 24:15, which describes the 
revealing of the abomination of desolation, the man also known as the Antichrist.

Also, Jesus in Matthew 24:29-30 states, 

“Immediately after the tribulation of those days ... shall appear the sign of the Son 
of man in heaven: and then shall all the tribes of the earth mourn, and they shall 
see the Son of man coming in the clouds of heaven with power and great glory.” 

In this passage, Jesus defines the Great Tribulation (v.21) as beginning with the 
revealing of the abomination of desolation (v.15) and ending with Christ’s second 
coming (v.30).

Other passages that refer to the Great Tribulation are Daniel 12:1b:  
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“and there shall be a time of trouble, such as never was since there was a nation 
[even] to that same time:” 

It seems that Jesus was quoting this verse when He spoke the words recorded in 
Matthew 24:21. 

Also referring to the Great Tribulation is Jeremiah 30:7: 

“Alas! for that day [is] great, so that none [is] like it: it [is] even the time of 
Jacob’s trouble; but he shall be saved out of it.”

The phrase “Jacob’s trouble” refers to the nation of Israel, which will experience 
persecution and natural disasters such as have never before been seen.

Considering the information Christ gave us in Matthew 24 (24:15-30), 

it is easy to conclude that the beginning of the Great Tribulation has much to do 
with the abomination of desolation, an action of the Antichrist. (24:15)

In Daniel 9:27, we find that this man will confirm a “covenant” (a peace pact) with 
the world for seven years.

Halfway through the seven year period-“in the midst of the week”-we are told this 
man will break the covenant he made, stopping sacrifice and oblation, which 
specifically refers to his actions in the rebuilt temple of the future. 

Revelation 13:1-10 gives even more detail concerning the Beast’s actions, and just 
as important, it also verifies the length of time he will be in power. 

Revelation 13:5 says he will be in power for 42 months, which is three and 
one-half years, the length of the Great Tribulation.

Revelation offers us the most information about the Great Tribulation. 

From Revelation 13 when the Beast is revealed until Christ returns in Revelation 
19, we are given a picture of God’s wrath on the earth because of unbelief and 
rebellion (Revelation 16-18). 

It is also a picture of how God disciplines and at the same time protects His 
people Israel (Revelation 14:1-5) until He keeps His promise to Israel by 
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establishing an earthly kingdom (Revelation 20:4-6).

4. What are Tribulation Saints?   

The third question.

What are Tribulation Saints? 

The tribulation saints are, quite simply, saints living during the Tribulation. 

We believe that the church will be raptured before the tribulation, 

however, the Bible indicates that a great number of people during the Tribulation 
will place their faith in Jesus Christ. 

In his vision of heaven, John sees a vast number of these Tribulation saints who 
have been martyred by the Antichrist.

Let’s read Revelation 7:9.

“After this I beheld, and, lo, a great multitude, which no man could number, of all 
nations, and kindreds, and people, and tongues, stood before the throne, and 
before the Lamb, clothed with white robes, and palms in their hands;” 

When John asks who they are, he is told, 

“These are they which came out of great tribulation, and have washed their robes, 
and made them white in the blood of the Lamb.” (verse 14)

The Tribulation will be a time of great trouble for the wicked, because of God’s 
judgments. 

It will also be a time of great persecution for the believers-or saints-because of 
the Antichrist’s persecution (Revelation 13:7). 

Daniel saw the Antichrist “made war with the saints, and prevailed against them;” 
(Daniel 7:21). 

Of course, the saints’ eternal salvation is secure: 

Daniel also saw that “the Ancient of days came, and judgment was given to the 
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saints of the most High; and the time came that the saints possessed the 
kingdom.” (Daniel 7:22; cf. Revelation 14:12–13).

The Tribulation saints will hear the gospel from several possible sources. 

The first is the Bible; 

there will be many copies of the Bible left in the world, 

and when God’s judgments begin to fall, many people will likely react by finding a 
Bible to see if prophecies are being fulfilled. 

Many of the Tribulation saints will also have heard the gospel from the two 
witnesses (Revelation 11:1–13). 

The Bible says these two witnesses “shall prophesy for a thousand two hundred 
[and] threescore days which means three and a half years” (verse 3) and perform 
great miracles (verse 6). 

Others will respond to the special angel who will be sent by God near the end of 
the Tribulation to proclaim the Gospel to every living creature, as Revelation 
14:6-7 says, 

“6 And I saw another angel fly in the midst of heaven, having the everlasting 
gospel to preach unto them that dwell on the earth, and to every nation, and 
kindred, and tongue, and people, 

7 Saying with a loud voice, Fear God, and give glory to him; for the hour of his 
judgment is come: and worship him that made heaven, and earth, and the sea, 
and the fountains of waters.” 

And then there are the 144,000 Jewish missionaries who are redeemed and sealed 
by God during the Tribulation (Revelation 7:1–8). 

By the way, some heresies assert that these 144,000 could be also Gentiles.

However, Revelation 7:4 definitely says that they are Jews: 

“And I heard the number of them which were sealed: [and there were] sealed an 
hundred [and] forty [and] four thousand of all the tribes of the children of Israel.” 
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Immediately following the description of their sealing in Revelation 7, we read of 
the multitudes of Tribulation saints who are saved from every corner of the world 
(verses 9–17) (v. 14).

The Tribulation saints will serve their Lord Jesus Christ in the midst of desperate 
surroundings. 

Faithful to the end, many of these believers will die for their faith. 

However, in their death, they overcome as Revelation 12:11 says, 

“And they overcame him (Satan) by the blood of the Lamb, and by the word of 
their testimony; and they loved not their lives unto the death.” 

And God will reward them, as Revelation 7:15b-17 says,  

“15b he that sitteth on the throne shall dwell among them. 

16 They shall hunger no more, neither thirst any more; neither shall the sun light 
on them, nor any heat. 

17 For the Lamb which is in the midst of the throne shall feed them, and shall 
lead them unto living fountains of waters: and God shall wipe away all tears from 
their eyes.” 

We praise the Lord that the great day of trouble will also be a great day of grace.

Even as God is meting out His just punishment on an unbelieving world, 

He will be restoring Israel to faith and extending grace to all who believe, both Jew 
and Gentile. 

God has always been in the business of saving people, and that salvation will still 
be available during the Tribulation. 

Don’t wait until then, however; receive Jesus now as John 1:12 says, 

“But as many as received him, to them gave he power to become the sons of God, 
[even] to them that believe on his name:” 

5. When is the Rapture going to occur in relation to the Tribulation?  
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The fourth and last question. 

When is the Rapture going to occur in relation to the Tribulation?  

The timing of the Rapture in relation to the Tribulation is one of the most 
controversial issues in the church today. 

The three primary views are pre-tribulational (the Rapture occurs before the 
Tribulation), 

mid-tribulational (the Rapture occurs at or near the mid-point of the Tribulation), 

and post-tribulational (the Rapture occurs at the end of the Tribulation). 

A fourth view, commonly known as pre-wrath, is a slight modification of the 
mid-tribulational position.

First of all, it is important to recognize the purpose of the Tribulation as I said 
just before. 

According to Daniel 9:27, there is a seventieth “seven” (seven years) that is still 
yet to come. 

Daniel’s entire prophecy of the seventy sevens is speaking of the nation of Israel. 

It is a time period in which God focuses His attention especially on Israel. 

I would like to say once again that the seventieth seven, the Tribulation, must also 
be a time when God deals specifically with Israel. 

While this does not necessarily indicate that the church could not also be present, 

it does bring into question why the church would need to be on the earth during 
that time.

The primary Scripture passage on the rapture is 1 Thessalonians 4:16-17:

“16 For the Lord himself shall descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice 
of the archangel, and with the trump of God: and the dead in Christ shall rise 
first: 
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17 Then we which are alive [and] remain shall be caught up together with them in 
the clouds, to meet the Lord in the air: and so shall we ever be with the Lord.

It states that all living believers, along with all believers who have died, will meet 
the Lord Jesus in the air and will be with Him forever. 

The Rapture is God’s removing of His people from the earth. 

A few verses later, in 1 Thessalonians 5:9, Paul says, 

“For God hath not appointed us to wrath, but to obtain salvation by our Lord 
Jesus Christ,” 

The book of Revelation, which deals primarily with the time period of the 
Tribulation, is a prophetic message of how God will pour out His wrath upon the 
earth during the Tribulation. 

It seems inconsistent for God to promise believers that they will not suffer wrath 
and then leave them on the earth to suffer through the wrath of the Tribulation. 

The fact that God promises to deliver Christians from wrath shortly after 
promising to remove His people from the earth seems to link those two events 
together.

Another crucial passage on the timing of the Rapture is Revelation 3:10, in which 
Christ promises to keep believers from the “hour of temptation” that is going to 
come upon the earth. 

This could mean two things. 

Either Christ will protect believers in the midst of the temptation, or He will deliver 
believers out of the temptation which means trial. 

Both are valid meanings of the Greek word translated “from.” 

However, it is important to recognize what believers are promised to be kept from. 

It is not just the temptation, but the “hour” of temptation. 

Christ is promising to keep believers from the very time period that contains the 
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temptation, namely the Tribulation. 

The purpose of the Tribulation, the purpose of the Rapture, the meaning of 1 
Thessalonians 5:9, and the interpretation of Revelation 3:10 all give clear support 
to the pre-tribulational position. 

If the Bible is interpreted literally and consistently, the pre-tribulational position is 
the most biblically-based interpretation.

6. Conclusion 

Now I will summarize and conclude.

1) The emergence of new pestilences including COVID-19 and monkeypox, can be 
one of the signs of end times.

However, we are not in the Tribulation period which will be a living hell with a 
degree of violence that is unparalleled in all of history.

2) The “Great Tribulation” refers to the second half of the Tribulation when the 
Antichrist is revealed until Christ returns.

It is also a picture of how God disciplines and at the same time protects His 
people Israel.

3) God has always been in the business of saving people, and that salvation will 
still be available during the Tribulation. 

With that being said, many of Tribulation Saints will die for their faith. 

4) Christ is promising to keep believers from the very time period that contains 
the Tribulation. 

So, the Pre-Tribulational Rapture is the most biblically-based interpretation.

As you know, the signs of the times are shouting that we are standing on the 
threshold of the Tribulation. 

The message of the Holy Spirit is “Come out of Babylon” as Revelation 18:4 says, 

“And I heard another voice from heaven, saying, Come out of her (Babylon), my 
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people, that ye be not partakers of her sins, and that ye receive not of her 
plagues.” 

That message means for us to separate ourselves from the love of this world and 
prepare ourselves for eternity. 

For believers, it means a commitment to holiness. 

For unbelievers it means a commitment to Jesus as Lord and Savior before He 
returns as God’s avenger.

The time remaining is short. 

The time for action is now.

Now I will finish by reading today’s main verses.

Matthew 24:7, 21 & 33 “7 For nation shall rise against nation, and kingdom against 
kingdom: and there shall be famines, and pestilences, and earthquakes, in divers 
places.

21 For then shall be great tribulation, such as was not since the beginning of the 
world to this time, no, nor ever shall be.

33 So likewise ye, when ye shall see all these things, know that it is near, [even] 
at the doors.” 

Let’s pray. Father, thank you so much for giving us your perfect Word of Truth 
which enables us to discern this time we live in. I earnestly pray that today would 
be a day of salvation for those who are not saved yet, and also a day of 
commitment to holiness for those who are already in Christ Jesus. In His name I 
pray. Amen.

INVITATION: 

Now, I will ask you a very very important question.
Please close your eyes for a moment.
Are you saved? 
Jesus died for your sins by shedding His innocent blood on the cross.
He really desires to save your soul.
If you want to be saved, please raise your hand.


